A REPORT TO THE SOUTHEAST CONFERENCE OF THE UNITED 
CHURCH OF CHRIST ON PROJECT 66-1 6, THE CONFERENCE'S 

HISTORY INITIATIVE 

For the sixth time, I come to you, the people of God working in that part of Jesus' 
vineyard known as the Southeast Conference of the United Church of Christ, with a 
report on the work I have been doing in order to construct a narrative upon which a book 
about the 50-plus-year span of the organization's history may be written. Newcomers 
among you likely have not followed my progress for the past seven years, so I 
encourage those of you who are most keenly interested in this subject to attend the 
workshop I will hold during Annual Meeting, where I will explain the Project more 
thoroughly and, probably more importantly, solicit your ideas and participation. 

For those veteran delegates and clergy who have been aware of my work for some time, 
I shall recapitulate my achievements, or lack thereof, in point form below. 

1) At the request of our Designated Conference Minister, I have begun, as of late May, 
the actual writing on the book, for potential publication at this time next year, in time for 
the 2016 Annual Meeting. 

My proposed title is a paraphrase of Acts 1 :8: Ye Shall Be Witnesses Unto Me in the 
Southland: The Story of the Southeast Conference of the United Church of Christ 
on the Occasion of Its 50th Anniversary. Information about publication and ordering 
will be announced in due course on the SEC website and probably through emails also. 

2) I continued to receive new materials from time to time, but still need to visit the 
Amistad Research Center in New Orleans. Also, I have discovered that the Avery 
Research Center in Charleston, South Carolina has in its collection papers donated 
by the family of the Rev. John Enwright, the pastor of Plymouth Congregational 
Church there from the 1940s through the 1970s. During his tenure at Plymouth, 
Enwright was a leader in the efforts of the Convention of the South and the UCC's Board 
for Homeland Ministries to integrate the African-American churches of Alabama, 
Georgia, Mississippi, South Carolina, and Tennessee into what was then the Southeast 
Congregational Christian Convention to become our present-day Conference. As with 
Amistad, I must visit the library in person, so I will be traveling there during the middle of 
week sometime later this summer. As for Amistad, such a trip will take longer than the 
one to Charleston, and because of weather concerns (namely hurricanes), I imagine that 
I will need to wait until at least November. But the trips are now a necessity that can no 
longer be postponed. 



3) Special thanks are due to Beth Knight, widow of former conference minister Roger 
Knight, of Uplands Retirement Village in Pleasant Hill, Tennessee (and Community 
Church there) for permitting me to borrow certain materials collected by her husband 
during his tenure between 1988 and 1995. I must also say a word of thanks to her good 
friends Bill and Mary Ruth and the Rev. Debbie Douglas, pastor of First United 
Church (UCC) in Belvidere, Tennessee, and husband Steve for facilitating the 
transportation of said boxes of material from and to Mrs. Knight. 

4) In a related volunteer initiative of mine, I have been pleased to assist our most recent 
Communications Director, Chris Lyman Waldron, in publishing select articles for our 
SEC website. I look forward to perhaps continuing that work under his successor. 

5) One article, published this past April, featured an essay by me that addressed the 
1965 Annual Meeting of the Southeast Convention of the Congregational Christian 
Churches and the tension that surrounded the vote that enabled union with the African- 
American churches of the Convention of the South and four Evangelical and 
Reformed churches that had been affiliated with an Indiana judicatory in the past. 
The post also included links to the Internet Archive website, where I posted minutes of 
that meeting and the one the year before. 

By the way, IA features ALL newsletters and website page news articles up to the month 
before, so be sure to visit it at archive-org/details/project6616-secucc&tab=about . I 

especially encourage congregational historians to do so. 

6) I sent a correspondence to Pilgrim Congregational UCC in Chattanooga, 
Tennessee, congratulating the church on the occasion of its 100th anniversary during 
2014. 

7) I sent condolences on behalf of the Project to the family of the Rev. Mitchell C. 
Johnson, Sr., who died in March after many years in a nursing home in DeKalb County, 
Georgia. Mitch Johnson was our associate conference minister from 1990 to 1995, 
during the administration of the late Roger Knight. He was the first-ever African- 
American clergy person on the staff of the Conference, finally fulfilling a hope that was 
first articulated in the late 1960s. 

8) I have a vision for a possible get-together, and perhaps several of them, to 
commemorate the 50th anniversary of our Conference. One possibility would be a New 
Year's gathering from Thursday, December 31, 2015 to Saturday, January 2, 2016 at an 
Atlanta-area congregation which would include a New Year's Eve celebration along the 
lines of the "Watch Night" and hymn-sing services found in rural and black churches, 
with maybe a solemn worship service on Friday to mark the exact 50th anniversary day, 
January 1, and including the popular elements that make our summer Annual Meetings 
things we look forward to each year. There would, of course, be no business or plenary 
sessions of any kind whatsoever. This might be supplemented by several "mini-events" 
at various places throughout our territory in early 2016, such as Chattanooga, 
Montgomery, Thomasville, Charleston, and perhaps other places, depending on interest. 



I urge all people who would be interested in participating in such an undertaking to see 
me before you leave for home, so we can perhaps set up a committee, pending approval 
by the Conference Board of Directors. This will almost certainly be dependent on funding 
outside the Conference's budget, as well. 

9) Finally, I must give a hearty round of thanks to the staff, especially our designated 
conference minister June Boutwell and administrative assistant Gerri Hudson. I regret 
that I did not have as close contact with the Board of Directors as I would have liked, due 
to a number of factors, and I hope to do better during the 2015-16 time frame. 

I continue to appreciate your prayers and encouragement. If you have any questions or 
concerns about Project 66-16, please see me during Annual Meeting, or phone (256) 
642-8052 (note new phone number) or email michaeltstroud@bellsouth.net . 

Glory be to God and peace be unto all of you in Christ Jesus for the great privilege I 
have been granted to serve His church in this manner. 



Yours, 
Mike Stroud 



